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Canzar Muncipality, Lunda Norte 

Authorities Intercept 60,000-Liter Fuel 
Shipment to DRC

Province:  Lunda Norte
Location:  Canzar municipality
Incident:  Smuggling; Security Response
Source Rating:  Reliable
Location Accuracy: City/Town

Summary: The Criminal Investigation Service (SIC) intercepted 60,000 liters of fuel intended 
for smuggling into the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) during an operation in Canzar 
municipality on 17 February. One suspect was arrested during the operation.

Provinces sharing borders with the DRC have emerged as major fuel smuggling hotspots in Angola, with Lunda 
Norte ranking fourth in reported cases since July 2024 (SEE 1st GRAPH BELOW), behind Cabinda, Moxico, and 
Zaire. Reports indicate that the majority of these smuggling operations are targeting destinations within the 
DRC. The concentration of fuel smuggling cases in provinces bordering the DRC suggests an organized 
cross-border black market taking advantage of Angola's subsidized fuel prices and porous borders.

�½�Õ�²�j�ó�‡�E�²�7�E�j�7�²�Û�v�M�/�²�j�ü�‡�/�ï�7�j�E�Õ�²�j�Ú�/�7�E�j�Ì�M�²�ó�j�7�ü�M�Í�Í�ó�Û�þ�Í�j�Û�þ�E�²�/�¤�²�,�E�Û�	�þ�j�Û�þ�j�j�M�þ�«�‡�j�v�	�/�E�²�j�E�Õ�Û�7�j�l�²�‡�/���j�Ì�	�ó�ó�	�f�Û�þ�Í�j�‡�j�7�Û�Í�þ�Û�Ú�¤�‡�þ�E�j
decline in incidents between December 2024 and February 2025, down from a peak in November 2024 (SEE 2nd 
GRAPH BELOW) when cases averaged two per month. November saw two major operations: authorities 
dismantled an illegal storage facility in Capenda Camulemba, seizing 26,250 liters of gasoline bound for the DRC 
via Marco-25 border crossing and arresting one Angolan citizen, while on the same day, they intercepted a tanker 
truck in Caungula's Satxicapa neighborhood carrying 20,000 liters of petroleum.

 Fuel smuggling operations along the Angola-DRC border, particularly in Lunda Norte, are expected to continue 
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60,000-liter shipment, could indicate smugglers have shifted to larger, less frequent operations to reduce 
detection risk, rather than suggesting a decline in overall smuggling activity. The three-month gap in seizures 
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pause by smuggling networks.

Smuggling: Oil
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Distribution of Fuel Smuggling Cases in Angola by Province,
1 July 2024 - 17 February 2025

Monthly Distribution of Fuel Smuggling Cases in Lunda Norte,
1 July 2024 - 17 February 2025

Smuggling: Oil
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Note: Local authorities in Lunda 
Norte siezed over 40,000 liters of 
fuel during multiple anti-smuggling 
operations across the province in 
November.

Map of Notable Fuel Smuggling Incidents in Lunda Norte,
1 July 2024 - 17 February 2025
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20 Nov  - Security forces intercepted a 
tanker truck carrying 20,000 liters of 
petroleum destined for smuggling into 
DRC via the Txongola border crossing. 
One suspect was arrested.

20 Nov  - autorities raided an illegal 
storage facility in Muxinda 
neighborhood, seizing 26,250 liters of 
gasoline bound for the DRC.

20 Nov  - the Criminal Investigation 
(SIC) siezed 60,000 liters of fuel 
intended for smuggling to the DRC 
during a targeted operation in Canzar.

�½�Õ�²�j�¤�	�þ�E�²�þ�E�j�	�Ì�j�E�Õ�Û�7�j�²�ü�‡�Û�ó�j�Û�7�j�¤�	�þ�Ú�«�²�þ�E�Û�‡�ó�j�‡�þ�«�j�Û�þ�E�²�þ�«�²�«�j�7�	�ó�²�ó�l�j�Ì�	�/�j�E�Õ�²�j�7�,�²�¤�Û�Ú�²�«�j�/�²�¤�Û�,�Û�²�þ�E���j�Ä�þ�‡�M�E�Õ�	�/�Û�v�²�«�j�«�Û�7�¤�ó�	�7�M�/�²���j�¤�	�,�l�Û�þ�Í���j
or sharing of any part of this message is strictly prohibited without the sender's written consent. If you received this 

message in error, please reply to inform us and then delete it to prevent future occurrences.


